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COUNCIL CORNER #07
Southern Province of St. Augustine

From the Desk of the Provincial

S V D

“Give thanks to the Lord, for 
he is good; his love endures 
forever” (1 Chronicles 16:34) 
My novice master, Tom Leyden SVD 
in his own words “nailed his flag to 
the post,” in committing to reading 
and re-reading the Bible from cover 
to cover time and time again 
throughout his l i fe t ime and 
challenged us as novices to do the 
same. Sources tell me that now in 
his senior years in Kenya he 
continues to read it from cover to 
cover every year, remarkable man. 

One day out of curiosity, I looked on 
the Internet to see how many words 
there are in the Bible. It said 789,650 
words in my preferred translation. 
That would be approximately 2,250 
words a day to read the Bible in a 
year. That said, I have to admit that 
one of my favorite discoveries was 
the poem “The Bible in Fifty 
Words,” Whenever I’m stuck for a 
way to begin my daily prayers I start 
with these fifty words: 

“God made, Adam bit, Noah arked, 
Abraham split. Joseph ruled, 
Jacob fooled. Bush talked; Moses 
balked. Pharaoh plagued, people 
walked, sea divided, tablets 
guided. Promise landed, Saul 
freaked, David peeked, prophets 
warned, Jesus born. God walked, 
love talked, anger crucified, hope 
died. Love rose, spirit flamed, 
Word spread, God remained.” 

That pretty much covers it, right? 

At the least, I’ve learned that words, 
whether a few or many, have a 
tremendous impact on the hearts 
and minds of those who hear them. 
This Thanksgiving let us above all 
‘be thankful’ and express it in 
words to those who are important to 
us. Happy Thanksgiving.  
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Bro. Matt Connors 

Bro. Matt’s mobility was becoming 
ever more limited over the past few 
months and clearly, we were not able 
to cater for all his needs here at the 
Bay any longer. In our conversations 
with Bro. Matt he opted to go to 
Techny over a nursing-home to be in 
an SVD community as he put it 
himself. So last week Bro. Matt 
accompanied by Bro. David flew from 
New Orleans to Chicago and is now 
resident in Techny where he is 
receiving all the well-deserved care 
and attention. Matt is missed around 
here, but we are happy in the 
knowledge he is receiving the care 
he needs. Thank you, David, for 

navigating Matt safe and sound to his 
destination in Techny, he couldn’t 
have done it without you. 

Another New District 

Florida has become our latest new 
district as decided in our last 
Provincial Council meeting. Since 
then, they already met in Tampa to 
visit Fr. Chien’s new parish. This new 
church, been painted and renovated. 
Well done guys and congratulations 
to all. 
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New District Superior’s 

Florida:        

* District Superior, Paschal Chester  

* Vice-Superior: John Chien Deng  

* Admonitor: Vincent Alexius 

New Orleans: 

* District Superior: Michael Long Vu  

*  Vice-Superior: Agustinus Seran 

*  Admonitor: Charles Ndumbi  

Congratulations to all 

Happy Thanksgiving everybody 
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December Birthdays

Br. Matt Connors01

Fr. George Gormley

Fr.  Siprianus Ola-        
Rotok

17

25

Death Anniversaries

Fr.Tom Potts09
Fr. Laurentius 
Xavier Morton12


