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          And like the eleven: as they were ready to receive the 
mission mandate, they encountered Jesus on the mountain 
in Galilee. We experience the risen Christ when we bear 
witness to him before others. 
  
          Today is the first day of the week for us – if we strive 
to make the new life of the risen Christ our very own, i.e.  as 
our chapter documents say in “passing over from hatred to 
love, from indifference to solidarity", with the sufferings of 
others, from concern only for our own interests to involve-
ment with the needs of our brothers and sisters.  
   
          The resurrection of Jesus promises that things can always be new again. It's never 
too late to start over. Nothing is irrevocable. No betrayal is final. No sin is unforgivable. 
Every form of death can be overcome. There isn't any loss that can't be redeemed. Every 
day is a new day. 
  
          In the resurrection we are assured that there are no doors that are eternally closed, 
every time we close a door or one is closed on us, God opens another. The resurrection 
assures us that God never gives up on us, even if we give up on ourselves that God writes 
straight with the crooked lines of our lives. We can always enjoy his “fullness of life”, by 
starting again, by moving beyond every obstacle and struggle that hinders our lives. 

 
Mike Somers, svd 

 
 

          There is something explosive in the Easter 
message. It is a message which cannot be kept for 
oneself. It is a message which needs to be shared with 
others. 
 
          Our missionary commitment makes us experience 
the resurrection as an event in our own life. Just like the 
women: as they were about to bring the good news to the 
disciples, they encountered the Risen Lord on the way. 
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New District Superior of the Lafayette District 
          The Provincial Council upon reviewing the minutes of the recently held election of 
the Lafayette District named Fr. Francis Damoah as new District Superior: Fr. Joseph Sai 
Tran as Vice-District Superior & Fr. Abelardo Gabriel as Admonitor. Our heartfelt con-
gratulations to one and all for your leadership and services. 
 
Petition from Bishops to staff Afro-American and Multi-Cultural 
Parishes:  
          A number of Bishops have recently requested staffing new parishes. The Provincial 
Council is discerning our options considering our personnel, priorities and the parishes 
offered. The Provincial and some members of the Council have been visiting the parishes 
offered as a means to have all the information necessary before any decision is taken. 
 
Zoom Meeting with District & Local Superior 

          The Provincial and District/Local Superiors met for a second time (this time via ZOOM) 
to discuss the results of the first round of discussions as part of our discernment process 
for the Provincial Assembly in February 2022. All Superiors were present and the last two 
pages of this edition of “Council Corner” have the results along with the follow-up  
questions for the next round of discussions.  
 
Provincial Retreat 
          The Provincial Council confirm that our Annual Provincial Retreat will go-ahead as 
planned this year. The dates again are from Monday the 31st of May through Fri-
day the 4th of June 2021. Please make sure your cal-
endar is marked.  
 
Safe environment on-line courses:   
 
          Brothers, We are now bound through 
‘Praesidium’ to do at least a one-hour on-line work-
shop every year. Please access your safe-environment 
web-site and fulfill the prescribed workshop and send 
the certificate to the provincial email for your file. We 
must comply otherwise we cannot minister. Please do 
this by the end of July 2021. This is a yearly require-
ment.  
 



General Visitation 2021-2023 
          The General Council have confirmed the  official revised schedule of the General 
Visitation for our USS Province.  The Visitator General will be with us for three weeks, 
from February the 1st to the 21st  2022. His visit will also coincide with our Provincial  
Assembly which is very convenient.  
 
The Official New Web-site for the USS Province 
          We have just launched our revamped Provincial website. We have put a lot of work 
into it and it is by no means finished as websites are always a work in progress. You will 
also find the link to your parishes here except for a few who have no website. I would wel-
come your comments, feed-back suggestions etc. Also if there is anyone used of managing 
websites and would like to take the responsibility on behalf of the province, please let me 
know. Please  publish the new website name to parishioners and benefactors.  
www.divineword-uss.org  
 
Prayers for our retired, elderly and sick confreres 
          Please continue to pray for our elderly and sick confreres  whom we cannot and 
should not forget: Frs. Raymond Jones, Michael Moody, Malcom O’Leary & Darrell Kelly; 
all in nursing homes. Also Fr. Mike Sucharski in rehab who is making steady progress. 
Thank God Br. Richard Chambers has rejoined us here at St Augustine’s residence and is 
doing very well, welcome home Richard.  

 
 
    April Birthdays 

  
17-    Father Son Nguyen, SVD (Military Chaplain) 
21-    Father Malcolm O’Leary, SVD 
21-   Father Raymond Jones, SVD 
25-    Father Walter Bracken, SVD 
25-   Father Cocou Cyriaque Sounou, SVD 
26-    Father Bartlomiej Jasilek, SVD 
27-    Father Richard Rollin Andrus Jr., SVD 
 

 
 
 
       10th  April:   Fr. Bernard Keller, svd         
                                                                                                           
 

 
 
Next Provincial Council Meeting 
 
          Next meeting of the Provincial Council will be held on April 20th, 2021 at the Bay. 
 
 



 

Collated District / Community Reports 
Results and follow-up questions for second rounding session 

Steering Committee  

1. As in 2009, adhering to the mission statement of the province, “We the con-
freres of the Society of the Divine Word in the Southern Province of the Unites States of 

America are called to work primarily among the African American community and with 
the poor and the marginalized and in particular the Hispanic and Vietnamese communi-

ties…” 
  

This was re-affirmed by all districts as the identity and framework for the future.  
 
Biblical Reference: 2 Cor 5: 14 [Individual reflection/bible sharing in group] 
SVD General Chapter # 18 / 1.3 Transforming Missionary Disciples 13 (p.22)  [Individual 
reflection/faith sharing in group] 
 
Imagine & describe what the Province would be doing differently if the mission statement 
were more fully embraced. [Each one shares…] 
Is it realistic? Fantasy only? What would have to happen to make it real? 
 
Question: Suggest one major goal of this process to evolve a 3–5-year Action Plan flowing 
from the mission statement above? 
 

2. Diversify our mission, have more missionary parishes including the SVD dimen-
sions. Priority to urban parishes and unify our small parishes by being pastor of both the 
black and white churches, as a means towards integration while maintaining the different 
identities. Parishes should not be cut off from the common mission / goal of the province.  
 
Biblical Reference: Mk 16: 15 
SVD General Chapter 2018:  3.4. Intercultural Mission, # 40 & 41 (p.37). 
 
Imagine & describe what I myself might be doing differently. Imagine & describe what a 
more missionary parish would look like. 
Is it realistic? Fantasy only? What would have to happen to make it real?  
 
Question: Am I personally ready to let go of my way of doing ministry, to plunge into 
something new, bolder as an SVD, so that the parish reflects a more missionary approach. 
What am I / we willing to commit to? 

 
 
 



3. District and Local Community 
Attention needs to be paid to make the district meetings/gatherings both interesting 
as well as fruitful. There is a desire for the district/local community to become a 
source of support for each individual and foster companionship. We need to care 
more for one another. Celebrate our feast days, share our spirituality, and be united 
through the WORD. 

 
Biblical Reference: Lk 13: 29 
2018 SVD General Chapter: 3.3.,1. Community, 32 & 33 (p.32 & 33). 
Imagine & describe what a more unified district community would look like. Imagine & de-
scribe what I would do differently to bring this about. 
 
Is it realistic? Fantasy only? What would have to happen to make it real? 
 
Question: How can the District Superior and I respond to the needs expressed in para-
graph number 3 above? What am I willing to commit to? 
 
 

4. Higher Studies: Bible, Missiology, Communication & JPIC.  
The Provincial Council wants to let you know that the following position is open for  
application: “Secretary of Missions”, Anyone interested, please apply.  
We are also seeking a candidate for Higher Studies in one of the characteristic dimen-

sions mentioned. If you are interested in applying, please send an email to Fr.  
Provincial. (The Districts may suggest names for the above; however, the name must 

have the consent of the person to be put forward).  
 
Imagine & describe what a Province Secretary of Missions would do; what a Province JPIC 
Coordinator would do; what a Province Biblical Animator would do; what a Province Com-
munications Coordinator would do. 
 
Is it realistic? Fantasy only? What would have to happen to make it real? 
 
Question: What is blocking me/us from committing exclusively to other ministries /  
initiatives? 


